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Dean Pulliam selected as Executive Director

by Ben Murray, Chair of the Board of Trustees

After an extensive national search, the
UMCH Board of Trustees announces that
Dean W. Pulliam has been selected as the
new Executive Director. Mr. Pulliam
began work with the agency on August
15. Dean brings great experience and
knowledge of residential child care and
United Methodist related health and wel-
fare agencies to this position. He has sev-
enteen years experience at United
Methodist Children’s Homes, with a
combined total of thirteen years as an
Executive Director at Burlington UMCH
in Burlington, WV and Epworth Village
in York, NE. He served for fourteen years

as CEO of the
United
Methodist
Association of
Health and
Welfare
Ministries, a
national asso-
ciation of UM
related healing
and caring
ministries. He
and his wife,
Christine, are the parents of seven chil-
dren, three of whom are adopted. The

Dean W. Pulliam, Executive
Director of UMCH

Director of Spiritual Life Receives

Endorsement

Rev. Steven
Putka, Director
of  Spiritual
Life, has re-
cently received

endorsement
for Child,
Youth, &

Family Chap-
laincy.  This
endorsement
was given by
the Division of
Ordained Ministry of the United
Methodist Church. He is one of only
twelve chaplains nationally who are
endorsed by the denomination for this
particular kind of ministry setting.

Rev. Putka was interviewed in
Nashville by the United Methodist
Endorsing Agency, and the Board of

Rev. Steven Putka

Ordained Ministry endorsed him based
on interviews, written theological work,
and ministerial references.

The spiritual life program at UMCH
supports children in their own faith tradi-
tions. Optional weekly and Bible study
and youth-led chapel are heavily attended
in the residential program, and pastoral
care is regularly available as well. In
addition to his primary duties in youth
chaplaincy and building church relation-
ships, Rev. Putka also serves as a facilita-
tor to support new clergy in the West
Ohio Conference of the United Methodist
Church.

Rev. Putka or a representative of
UMCH would be happy to visit your
civic group or local church to speak about
UMCH and its ministry with children and
their families. Please call 614 885-5020
to arrange for a program date. 1h

agency is fortunate to have a person of
Dean’s experience and vision to assume
leadership of UMCH.

The agency is indebted to Ms. Lori
Cooke for providing key leadership as
Interim Executive Director during the
executive search process. She has done an
excellent job and the agency has contin-
ued to progress with her leadership. Lori
has resumed her position and duties as
Associate Executive Director. With this
new leadership team in place, UMCH
will continue providing quality care to
families and children from the West Ohio
Conference. 1fh

Support UMCH
with gifts by
Mastercard

& Visa

To increase your giving
options, it’s now possible to make
your financial gift using your
Mastercard or Visa account.
Simply call (614) 885-5020
Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00 and
speak with our receptionist. It is
also possible to pre-arrange pay-
ments for monthly, quarterly, or
annual giving on your Mastercard

or Visa.
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